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On the Road to Discipleship: Matthew 19.10 – 12 

some brief notes … 
 

 

After Jesus’ radical teaching on Marriage in v3 – 9 it seems that the Disciples had an allergic reaction to 

COMMITMENT in v10 

They just find it too hard to fathom that no “escape clause” is there for married couples – apart from the obvious sin 

of adultery 

 

 

v11 seems to be referring to what Jesus will now say in v12 about “eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven” 

 

 

Jesus moves from MARRIAGE MATTERS to speak about SINGLENESS in v12 

“Eunuchs” implies SINGLENESS in 3 categories; 

i) natural – someone born that way  

… physical / genetic or mental or emotional illness / incapacity may be reflected in this category 

 

ii) unnatural – someone made the way 

… castration or medical reasons  

 

iii) wilfully – someone who chooses singleness for “sake of the kingdom” 

… those who are able to not be distracted by a marriage relationship in order to serve the Gospel 

with more of their time, energy, resources, gifts and capacity 

… perhaps someone with same-sex attraction would fit into this category i.e. celibacy is required 

to honour Christ as Lord 

 

Jesus’ point in v12 seems to be that if you are single then be SINGLE-MINDED in your devotion & commitment to 

“the kingdom of heaven” 

As an UNMARRIED person one can be “undivided in their devotion to the Lord” (cf. 1 Cor 7.35) 

It could be said that Jesus and John the Baptist were “eunuchs for the kingdom” (Douglas O’Donnell) 

 

 

It needs to be remembered that even married people will find themselves in the “single state” if/when they become 

widows 

Once more the focus is use such a (new) time to to serve the Gospel  

 

 

 “We should receive our situation in life, whether it is singleness or marriage, as a gift of God’s grace to us” 

(Vaughan Roberts) 

Pray for God’s grace & strength if you are in the category of “eunuch” / single – that you are able to “receive this 

saying” (v11 and end of v12) and live for His kingdom  

 

 

 

 


